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THE CAUSES OF OUR ERRORS. 
*.* CONTINUED FROM NO 6—PAGE 41. *,* 


Curiosity is another, abundant source of 
error. A great defect in reasoning, consists 
in pushing it too far. A strong indication of 
a well-regulated mind is to know the proper 
resting point. The human mind, as we be- 
fore remarked, in its insatiate thirst for 
knowledge, seems to rise against every ob- 
stacle, which the God of Nature, in his usual 
wisdom, throws in its way. In its ambition, 
it endeavours to vault over every barrier, and 
should it, in many instances, glory in its suc- 
cess, it but too frequently rambles in the se- 
ductive regions of error and falsehood. 


Man, in the present order of things, can- 
not enjoy the brilliancy of primitive light.— 


Certain proportions of darkness enter into |. 


the composition of what is now spread be- 
fore him. When struck by convincing and 
luminous proofs, he ought to be satisfied; 
and although he cannot perceive all things 
with an equal degree of evidence, he should 
not therefore disavow the Truth, occasional- 
ly clouded as it is. 


There is a fundamental rule in reasoning, 
which tells us never to sacrifice a well estab- 
lished proposition for a few difficulties which 
cannot be clearly explained. 


Human reason, as well asthe human heart, 
is liable to excess, and the wise man is 
ever on his guard against this double: sen- 
suality. A-few examples will perhaps’ ex- 


~|God was sufficiently powerful to affect our 


plain this assertion. Common sense, and the 
faith of mankind proclaim that there exists 
a material world An irresistible propensity 
forces us to believe it: to assert that it is a 
mere phantasmagoria, would be an insult to 
reason, and to a feeling which is too strong 
for any sophistry to destroy.. Yetstrange to 
say, Malebranche, notwithstanding his wis- 
dom, asserted and publickly professed that 


souls in the same manner as well, if there 
were real bodies in the universe, as if there 
were none, and to excite the same sensations 
without them as he could by them. He drew 
a singular as well.as impious conclusion, that 
the existence of matter is not demonstrated 
by reason. Berkeley, the celebrated Bishop 
of Cloyne, going still farther, stated that there 
was nothing permanent in the essential qual- 
ities of matter; that the extension of the 
same body appeared sometimes smaller, 
sometimes larger, that therefore it was only a 
quality which, like the visions of a dream,ex- 
isted in the mind, and consequently that the 
existence of matter was impossible! What 
gave rise to such learned follies ? These two 
Metaphysicians were seduced from the course 
of common sense (by the bye common sense 
seems to be no common inheritance) by a 
spirit of subtlety, by an argumentative mind: 
once missing the reckoning and latitude of} 
Truth, they were eventually lost in the strong 
current of Fancy. 


Another example—Reason, sentiment, the | 
law of mankind, the universe at large, all 
speak of a Supreme intelligence. What do 
we know of his mode of existence ? What is 
his nature ? How do his divine attributes ac- 
cord ? Ignorant, presumptuous man madly 
attempts to penetrate impenetrability itself, 
to comprehend incomprehensibility, and car- 
ried off by a subtle spirit, in his rapid yét un- 
conscious career, he drops into the gloomy re- 
gion of Atheism. Man may quietly and p?of- 























itably enjoy the genial light of the sun, and 
bless its kind reviving influence, but the mo- 


his eyes become too weak to supportits strong 
effulgence, which dims and destroys the most 
daring vision. Should he then vent his im- 
potent fury on the disolving splendour of that 
glorfous orb, he fairly resembles the Atheist 
monster, who mouths out blasphemy against 
Heaven’s highMajesty, whose boundless pow- 
er overwhélms his impious soul. 

Whatman ought to know and guard against, 
is the influenée of his passions.’ In vain will 
he oppose the illusions of his senses and im- 
agination, the abuse of terms, the equivoca- 
tions of language; in vain will he stady the 
science of Analysis and Synthesis, learn to 
arrange and concatenate his ideas, draw cor- 
rect conclusions from principles, distinguish 
vicious from philosophic reasoning ; in vain 
will he become profoundly acquainted with 
the labours of Aristotle, Descartes, Locke, 
Newton and Condillac, if hurried along by 
the strong impulse of his passions, he substi- 
tutes their dictates for the suggestions of talm 
and sober reason. The insidious language 
of the passions bids defiance to every rule of 
philosophy. 

The last century was characterized by an 
Analytical mania, and by errors unparalleled 
in the history of man. Why ? Because truth 
requires an upright heart, as well as a. lumin- 
ous mind, to feel and_ properly appreciate it. 
Of what use is knowledge without honesty ? 
How often is Truth insulted, when a mere 
oratorisconsidered aclever man, and when an 
astute logician is also praised for his cleverness. 
Yes, the passions cloud the understanding of 
mankind, and force their way between reason 
and truth. ‘They disturb and throw into 
irregular commotion every faculty .of the 
soul, rob it of its natural attention, its un- 
compromising impartiality, and moral.recti- 
tude, which would otherwise dissipate illusion 
and error. Avarice, pride and pleasure, are 
the triple source of the crosses and false judg- 


ments of men in the most important concerns 
of life. 





ment he steadily gazes at its dazzling disk, 





*.* TO BE CONTINUED *,* 
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_ not allowed to read the Bible in the vulgar 
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This country uniformly adhered to the 
wise maxim, which the See of Rome declared 
obligatory on her children, that they might 
not partake of the evils, which, in these lat- 
ter days, proceed from the contagious doc- 
trines of Innovators. This maxim is ex- 
plained in the Fourth Rule of the Index, or 
Prohibited Books, ‘* Whereas, (this Rule 
says,) it is proved by experience, that if the 
reading of the Bible be indiscriminately allowed, 
it will occasion more injury than benefit, owing 
to the arrogance and rashness of man: The 
discretionary power rests with the Bishop, or 
Inquisitor to grant permission to read an 
proved Catholic Version of the Bible in the 
vulgar tongue. It is required that this permis- 
sion be in writing, and given on the recommen- 
dation of the Pastor, or Spiritual Director. 
Such is the tenor of the Fourth Rule of the’ 
Index, or Prohibited Books, which was drawn 
up in oonsequence of the Decree of the 
Council of Trent, Session 25. Hence the 


Cambray, and Theological Professor in the 
University of Douay, in the Diocess of Ar- 
ras, “het au the learned, whether Secular 
or Regular, are not allowed to read the Bible, 
without permission from the Bishop, or his Del- 
egates.”" To prove this decision, he quotes 
the above words .of the Fourth Rule of the 
Index, or Prohibited Books, and maintains 
that “‘the Priests, who are not authorized to 
perform the duty of .Pastors, or Preachers, are 


tongue, and are included in the Rule. He 
therefore infers “‘ That the Laity who under- 
stand “Latin, Should of course yield implicit 
obedience “to this Sentence.” This Author 
moreover produces.a Decree of Pope Clem- 
ent the Eighth, concerning the 4th Rule of 
the Index, which. forbids the Laity to read 
‘* without permission, .the. Scriptures, or any 
part of the New or Old .Testament, or even 
an abridgment, or historical summary of them, 
in the vulgar tongue. Thus, . although the 
Faculty of Louvain correctly translated the 
p:5le into the vulgar tongue, in gpposition to 
the erroneous translation circulated far and 
near by the Protestants, nevertheless, such 
was the spirit of the Church of Flanders, that 
she ordered, even the most .approved ver- 
sions of the Holy Book not to be read, with- 
out special permission. From all this, I con- 
clude, my Lord, although it may appear that 
the Church varies in her discipline, yet in 
reality she has never altered a particle of her 
trué maxims: and she constantly kept in 
view the two following-:—Ist, To give the 
Scriptures only to such of her Children, who, 
she jadged, would profit by a proper use of 
them. 2dly, ‘Not to cast pearls before 
swine,” not to give the Sacred Volume to 
men who would use it to their eternal de- 
struction. Formerly, when the Children of 
the Church were, in general, artless, much 
devoted to their Pastors, and docile to their 
instructions, they read the Holy Scriptures 
with profit, but in these latter days, when we 
see presumptuous, censoriops and unruly 
men, seeking excuses in the Scriptures to 
be scandalized at Her, that they may, with 
a greater degree of plausibility, turn against 
their Pastors, shake off Her salutary yoke, 
and plunge into irreligion, it was deemed 


@p-\ structed in this preparatory measure, owing 


necessary to forbid the reading of the Bible, 
although beneficial in itself, when it became 
dangerous and destructive to many of the 
Laity, by the bad use they made of it. I 
give it also as my opinion, that we should 
never separate these two maxims of the 
Church—that we should give the Bible only 
to those who become so qualified as to read 
it with profit ; and that we should continually 
labour to prepare them accordingly. If you 
suppose thet the faithful can read the Bible 
without the necessary preparation, you will 
stimulate their curiosity, presumption and 
rash criticism, which characterize the age 
in which we live. On the contrary, if the 
faithful be not considered sufficiently in- 


to your neglecting this important provision, 
you deprive them of the profit and consola- 
tion which may be reaped from the perusal 
of them. TI formerly knew a person of good 
understandin= and great reputation among 
men, who lived many years ina great forget- 
fulness of God, and yet abstained from gross 
crimes. In his infirmities he sought consola- 
tion from Religion, and often told me that 
the reading of the Bible, so far from being 
useful, was rather a source of confusion, and 
a stumbling block to him. He was, unques- 
tionably, a high-minded, presumptuous man, 
and full of strong prejudices, which disquali- 
fied him from deriving profitable information 
from it. How many thousand are there in 
the world who are exactly like him! 

I know persons who were induced to look 
upon the passages of Scripture in which it 
is related, that the Serpent spoke and tempt- 
ed Eve to eat the forbidden fruit; that the 
Ass spoke to the Prophet Balaam ; and that 
Nebuchodonosor, like the cattle of the field, 
fed on grass, as so many fables, which were 
calculated only to amuse children. St. Au- 
gustine well knew how much surprised per- 
sons would be at first, on reading the account 
of the Patriarchs who had so many Concu- 
bines, and how desirous they would be to 
know, upon what principles, the conduct of 
the Patriarchs could be justified. It is well 
known, that this Father had taken much 
pains to prove to the faithful, that Jaeob had 
not told any untruth, nor deceived his elder 
Brother from receiving the first blessing. I 
also know an intelligent man, who felt indig- 
nant on reading the departure of the Israel- 
ites out of Egypt; of their robbing and car- 
rying away their wealth, yet who boasted, 
that they were conducted by the hand of 
God. He was equally shocked at their re- 
volting against Moses in the Desert, at their 
adoring the Golden Calf, and at their making 
use of his Heavenly Mission, for the purpose 
of slaughtering the Inhabitants who opposed 
their usurpations, and who were supposed to 
be a people not less corrupt than themselves. 
It is necessary that I should combat these 
objections, in order to repress this spirit of 
criticism.* I know others who were scan- 
dalized at David, because, (as they assert,) 
he, in his dying moments, recommended to 
his Son to revenge the injuries offered him, 
but which he passed over during his life time. 
It must be granted, that some among the 
lower orders of men, unwilling to submit to 








* At a subsequent peried, when we shall take up the 
INSPIRATION of the Scripture, the ways of God 
SHALL be vindicated unto man. All these, and many 
more objections, shall be satisfactorily answered. 





the authority of the Church, in relation to the 
Scriptures, were surprised, to find, when read 

ing of the Patriarchs, that a great number of 
their actions appeared indecent and sense- 
less. 
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Such is its history. Its first authors usy 
ing their mission which neither God nor may 
ever gave them, proclaimed that they came of 
their own authority to reform the Church, 
Fools, or rather impious mad-men! reflect 
upon what you have just done. The moment 
you rejected Catholic authority, and preach. 
ed up the independence of each individual in 
matters of faith, other reformers rose up under 
your very eyes, to continue your work. They 
reformed your doctrine, as you had attempted 
to reform that of the Universal Church! ! Vou 
said. “* We reject Catholic dogmas because 
they offend our reason :” They also said, 
‘“« We likewise reject your dogmas because 
our reason cannot admit them.” You asked 
them, Who are you? They replied by asking 
you the same question, and why you presum- 
ed to contradict the Universal Church ? You 
could not answer them. Horror-struck..at 
what you had done, you foresaw, at. they 
commencement of your desperate and .dar- 
ing conduct its deplorable progress, and you 
afterwards discovered to your confusion, end- 
less wars of opinions, a horrid jargon of doe- 
trines, and a gradual destruction of faith, 
which you bequeathed to a corrupt and infat- 
uated posterity. Alas! your anticipations 
were far from equalling the reality ; you have 
not seen all you have done, but you have 
done all that we see and deplore. You were 
hardly in the tomb, when new and hostile 
sects starting unto existence from the disorga- 
nizing principles which you had Jeft behind 
you in the world, annihilated the fragments 
of faith which you had preserved, and sueces- 
sively destroyed, even the shadow of religion. 
All the sects which sprung up from the com- 
mon Hydra-parent ef Protestantism, had an 
equal right to toleration, of course all were 
to be tolerated, and therefore had the prisi- 
lege of adopting,or denying what they pleas- 
ed, without forfeiting their title to Christiani- 
ty!!! The Anti-Social operations of ; the 
primitive Sects were succeeded by a lethar- 
gic indifference, the Sleep of Deaths/in 
which the Reformation is forever buried. 
Despairing of being ever identified. with 
truth, it swore eternal enmity to it.The 
poisonous doctrine of indifference had long 
circulated in its bosom, when at last,its 
inoculated votaries raised their voices,|to 
proclaim by an authentic act, its dying-tes 
tament, viz. a denial of the divinity of Jems 
Christ.* This solemn apostacy, which ought 
to have forced from the Reformation etry 
of indignation, if it yet possessed a spark of 
Christianity, has been ratified by the sean- 
dal of its silence. Therefore all is consum- 
mated. Protestantism has realized -its,ob- 
ject: Nothing more remaining for. ittoe- 
form in Christianity, it dared to reform,God 
himself!!! dt 
What shall I add to this testimony ofthe 
Reformation, which condemns itself ? ‘There 
* We know that the Consistory of Geneva has forbid- 
of Jésus 


den the Ministry to preach Divinity’ 
Christ!!! or shes 
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js another fact, still more shocking, which f 
must mention ; for I ought to conceal nothing. 
Ask all those who incessantly labour to de- 
stroy Christianity in Europe, do ask them, 
whether they believe that Protestantism is 
the great means which has produced, and 
still daily effects the revolution which they 
meditate. In those countries where Protes- 
tantism prevails, the work advances with an 
alarming rapidity, caused by the instructions 
- which formally abolish every principle of the 
Christian faith. Their design was to intro- 
duce the Reformation into Catholic coun- 
tries: the infallible means, as they believed, 
of making the people incredulous, was first 
to make them Protestants. This was not a 
private plan, a secret design. No, it was, 
and is, openly acknowledged. Questioned 
on this point, they all agree in their answers ; 
and we must not be astonished at it: they 
know, from the history of Protestantism, 
that, when the Catholic authority is once re- 
jected, the human mind abandoned to itself, 
and deprived of every certain rule to discover 
the truth, becomes disgusted with every form 
of faith. 

The fundamental maxim of Protestantism, 
like that of Philosophy, is to acknowledge no 
authority in matters of faith: it is sufficient 
for Infidel Sophisters, if the principles of 
Protestantism triumph, being assured that 
time will develope the consequences. This 
is their chief motive for taking such interest 
in it : in their productions, even the most 
impious, they seem to praise it with as much 
complacency as they do Philosophy itself. 
They endeavour, by every possible means, to 
infuse into the minds of Catholics the desire 
of becoming Protestants; in their impious 
zeal, they call in the Reformation to their 
aid, and hail it as the forerunner of incre- 
dulity. Having no great objection to its 
still retaining the skeleton remains of Chris- 
tianity, they reserve the whole fury of their 
attacks for the Catholic Church, which, 
alone, inexorably condemns all their errors. 
Who would not be scandalized at this alli- 
ance, at this fraternity of Protestantism and 
Incredulity? What shock can awake us, if 
this omen of death does not affect us? You, 


who _ the Catholic Church who says to 


ome to me, and I will save you from 
incredulity ; or at least, attend to incredulity 
herself; who cries to you: Let Protestant- 
ism flourish, and I am sure of my triumph, 
Why do you delay, my brethren, to forsake 
those deplorable Sects which are on the eve 
of forsaking Christianity? Has not the ex- 
perience of three centuries taught us the fate 
of Religion when it is left as a prey to the 
opinions of every individual? Is there any 
thing’as yet wanting to instruct us? Have 
we fallen so low in the scale of reason? In 
avery short time, Protestantism, losing its 
true name, will be confounded with Incredu- 
lity. We have but one means left of return- 
*ing tothe truth; it is to retrace our steps, 
and then walk forward in the path which we 
have lost. If Christianity must necessarily 
decay when every man considers himself a 
master and a judge, it cannot but subsist 
and flourish, when every man acknowledges 
the authority of the Church for the rule of 
faith: this authority beiag the necessary 
condition of the existence of Religion, he, 
who does not adhere to it, sets himself up in 
Opposition to God himself, and wishes to be a 





Christian in defiance of Him. Look around 
you: seek for the authority that is Ons, 
Perrervat, and Universat. Is it-difficult'to 
find it? Does your conscience hesitate to pro- 
nounce the name of it? Can you conceive 
it possible: to find it out of the bosom of the 
Catholic Chureh * 

The moment that the importance of find- 
ing out this necessary authority ceases, there 
is no end to diseussion. Infidels, or Protes- 
tants must all agree in declaring that the 
Catholic Church alone contains it. Who is 
not aware that she alone, since the origin of 
Christianity, possesses the power and author- 
ity of teaching the true faith; and that uni- 
versal and perpetual Tradition has been her 
rule, to which all the faithful have submitted 
their judgment? Who is not aware that the 
Catholic Church has always opposed this 
principle to those who set up their particular 
opinions against her, and that the very name 
of Heretic, which she has always given to 
Innovators, signifies an individual who forms 
a faith for himself, and rejects that of the 
Church, to which authority he should submit 
with implicit obedience—An authority, which, 
before Heresy was known, existed from the 
commencement of Religion itself; while eve- 
ry Sect bears the name of its Founder, with 
whom it is identified, and which continually 
reminds us of the individual from whom it 
sprung. 

The Catholic Chureh was, from the be- 
ginning, what it is this day, and what it ever 
must be; and it is from her that the Here- 
tics received whatever Christianity they pos- 
sess. She alone is unchangeable, because 
out of her pale there is nothing but individual 
opinions; whilst her universal testimony, 
perpetually transmitted from age to age, pre- 
serves, without alteration, the sacred deposit 
of primitive faith; and because her fundamen- 
tal principle is to believe what was always, and 
in all places believed.» Out of her bosom we 
find nothing but contradictory opinions: she 
alone has a creed which is the same through- 
out the universe. Who does not distinguish 
the Church of God by these characters ? and 
where on earth can be found a similar au- 
thority ? 

If our Fathers had the misfortune to tear 
themselves from her bosom, let us, taught by 
the long experience of our errors, hasten’ to 
return. The Reformation which has long 
since perceived that its excessive evils would 
in the end, bring back to the Catholic unity, 
the souls which it had unfortunately led 
astray, endeavours to lull their conscience by 
repeating ‘to them, as a sacred ‘maxim, that 
we should never change our religion ;+ and 
on this principle it condemns a return to the 
Catholic Church!! This maxim, however, 
is the condemnation of Protestantism itself. 
The only religion, that has a right to say, 
“do not change,” is that which has never 
changed. What was Protestantism at its 
origin, but a woeful change in religion ? ¢ 
What is its whole history but an uninterrupt- 
ed succession of changes, in which we see 








+ Had the Pagans adopted this maxim at the Preaching 
of the Gospel, we wonld still have been Idolaters. 
_ } When Count Stolberg, a celebrated German writer, 
was converted to the Catholic Religion, a Protestant 
Prince said to him, ‘Ido not like those who change 
their religion ;” ‘ nor do I,’ replied Count Stolberg, ‘ for 
if our ancestors had not changed their religion three 
centuries..ago, I would not be obliged to change mine 
now, 


the principles, the confessions of faith, ait 
the very. sects perpetually varying ? y 
should ‘Proveetuanttion which Oh Goednuslly 
changing, ‘hinder us from returning to’ the 


‘Church, which has never changed? Why 


should we obstinately remain attached to all 
its inconsistencies? Is not a return to the 
Church, the happy termination of all these 
changes, anda solid repose in the ancient 
faith? It is Protestantism which has desir- 
ed to change ; it is we, who return. 

How inconsistent is it to abandon onesBéct 
to join another! All the Protestant Sects 
are equally destitute of authority ; in all are 
to be found the ‘same uncertainties; but to 
leave Protestantism to enter into the Catholic 
Church, is to pass from doubt to certainty, 
from divisions to unity, from evanescent er- 
ror to permanent truth, from death to ever- 
lasting life. 

I have now, my brethren, performed a duty 
very dear to my soul; I have anchored my 
faith on the eternal rock. Accordingly, in 
order to invite -you to do likewise, I have 
raised my voice, which, unfortunately, had 
too long misled you. It now remains for me 
to pray to God that his mercy may hasten the 
moment, when we shall embrace each other 
in the bosom of the Holy Mother of all 
Christians. Already does Protestantism feel 
a revolutionizing, a most salutary commotion. 
Many prejudices have disappeared, many 
consciences are already touched. | This com- 
motion daily increases ; and whilst its strong- 
est adherents rush headlong into the destrue- 
tive snares of impiety, such Protestants as 
are sincerely attached to the faith of Jesus 
Christ, are brought back to the Church, which 
alone can preserve faith, and become Catho- 
lics, that they may become Christians. .How 
long has their conscience troubled them! 
How’ many of them are there, who never re- 
flect on religion without suffering violent 
agitation and remorse!- How many of them 
inwardly lament the purely human motives 
which bind them to this soul-destroying er- 
ror, which they have not the courage to. .re- 
nounce!. My inclination to embrace truth 
was weaker than: theirs; but by prayer I 
have mercifully obtained that strength, whieh 
my sacrifice required; let them pray also, 
and they will have the happiness of obtain- 
ing such strength. God bestows his grace on 
the humble;§ he reveals. wisdom to, those 
who are little in their own eyes, and conceals 
it from the children of pride, ; Such are ‘ the 
little ones,” who understand the vanity of 
this world, and whom, nothing cap stop in 
their course, when a happy eternity is the 
prize. 

One of my Professors, Mr. Paut Latour, 
a Minister of the Protestant Church of Bor- 
des, President of the Consistorial Chureh of 
Mas-d’Asil, in the Department) of| Arriege, . 
had the happiness of returning nearly at the 
same time, to the bosom of the Catholic 
Church. I consider it my duty to lay before 
you his affecting recantation. 

Lava. 





RECANTATION OF MR. LATOUR. 


“I, the undersigned, declare. inthe face. of 
heaven and earth, that having ,had..the mis- 
fortune of being born of Protestant, parents, 








_ § St. Jaimes; chap. 4.6. 
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{ have professed, till this day, the doctrine of|in the knowledge of the military art. It is 


the same with other professions; whoever 
years.to examine the doctrine of the Catho-| wishes to succeed in any one of them, con- 


Calvin; but having applied myself, for many 


lic, Apostolic and Roman Church, J have. at 
length discovered that it was the only. Church | ments of his art. 
that taught the truth ; that it is the only ves- 


shall ever beatin vain. ‘Therefore, dreading 
lest I should be surprised by death, without, 
perhaps, the power of making a public ab- 
juration of my errors; a duty which I owe 
to God and his Church ; encouraged likewise 
by the edifying example of my worthy and 
respectable acquaintance, Mr. Damsots DE 
Larsovux; strengthened by the sentiments 
and motives so eloquently expressed in Mr. 
HA.xer’s|| letter to his family ; moved by the 
grace of the Holy Ghost, who has triumphed 
at last over the difficulties and obstacles 
which I had the misfortune of throwing in 
His way, I feel myself obliged to publish, 
without further delay, a declaration of my 
sentiments, which I have written in the full| of Christian. 


enjoyment of my intellectual and moral fac-| bound to love God, and to advance in tha 
ulties. 


“] therefore declare that I embrace, tq the 


ed him. 


fession, that profession must be studied. 


ian. 


nite importance. 
that he may make himself master of them 


and to advance in that knowledge. More 


full extent of my mind and soul, all the Doc-| over, as Christians, we are disciples of Jesus 


trines of the Holy, Catholic, Apostolic and| Christ, who is, as he himself declares, ou 


In short, it is a principle universal-| period of his life, in which he is dis 
ly admitted, that to become skilful in any pro- 


Now among the different professions which 
engross the attention of men, there is one 
which is the most important, the most essen-|cessary for us to fortify ourselves against 
tial of all, and to which, all others are of in-|temptation by making ourselves thorough} 
ferior concern—the profession of a Christ-| acquainted with the maxims of Christianity; 

This profession has its rules and its du- 


ties, which are of great extent, and of infi-| of penance, and a contempt of the world by. 
To study these, in order 


and may not through ignorance fail in the ob- 
servance of them, is a duty of indispensable 
obligation to every one who bears the name 
For, as every Christian is 


love, he is consequently obliged to know God, 








with pious reflection, will put us in i 
of those treasures which would otherwise be 
lost tous. For this reason the Holy Serj 


tents not himself with merely the first ele-}ture exhorts us to have the divine words: of 

To do this, would be to ex-| the law of God continually before our eyes 
clude himself at once from the advantages ‘ 
sel which can brave and survive the tempest ;|to which the merit arising from a thorough| Where then is the Christian, who, 
and ‘the rock’ against which errors and lies| knowledge of his profession would have rais-| this, will maintain, that there is an 


and to meditate incessantly upon them.— 
knowing 
Y age or 


used 
from the obligation of studying the law of 


God, and the Gospel of Jesus Christ 1 ; 
Besides, however well instructed, however 
enlightened we may be, still it is always ne. . 


and to animate ourselves to a life of virtue, 


studying the examples of Jesus Christ and 
»| his Saints. 

For, every thing that surrounds us in this 
life tends to dissipate us, to increase our nat. 
ural weakness and corruption, to make us for- 
get God, and to fill us with the spirit of the | 
t| world. Now, one of the best means of with- 
standing enemies so seducing, and at the 
-|same time so indefatigable, is to counteract 
the fatal impressions which they make upon 
rjus, by the salutary impression of the truths 


Roman,Church; I abjure forever, the errors} only Master ; ‘one is your Master, the Christ,’ | of the Gospel; to meditate upon these truths, 


of Calvin, of Luther, and of all other Here- 
siarchs, whose perverse doctrines have spread 
thoughout the world, the seed of error, of|to study his doctrine, and to fill ourselve 
rebellion, and anarchy. I embrace the Holy | with the knowledge of it. 
Trutas of this Infallible Church, always pure 
and undefiled, which my forefathers had the 
misfortune to abandon. I sincerely confess 
my errors to Almighty God , and hope to 
find pardon in the bosom of his unspeakable 
mercy. 

“J inyite and beseech all my relations, 
friends, and all those who, by my instru- 
mentality have been, and still are in error, 
to follow my example. 


With the highest respect, I address the pre-| it to learn. 


gust character of disciples of Christ. 


In drawing the character of th 


sent declaration to the Most Rev. Ciermonr | truly just man, the Holy Scripture represents 
‘Tonnerrs, Archbishop of Toulouse, suppli-| him as placing his whole affection on the law 
of the Lord, and meditating day and night 
To become then truly just 


cating him to permit me to make, as soon 
as possible, a full, a solemn abjuration: I 


ie, a upon it, Ps. i. 2. 
trust that in his benevolent charity, zeal and 


in the sight of God, we must endeavour t 


Matt. xxiii. 10. The very first duty, there- 
fore, which we owe him, is to hear his lessons,| ourselves masters of them. 


To neglect this, 
would be to forfeit all pretensions to the au-|the heart, and consequently none upon our 


and, by the frequent study of them, make 
For, without 
s|this study and reflection, they will soon loose 
their force ; they will have no influence upon 


lives. Even the understanding will see them 


As every christian is under an obligation | but at a distance, and in a confused manner, 
of studying the religion of his divine Master, ume will 
so there is no time of life in which he is dis-| For this is invariably the consequence of ne- 
pensed from applying himself to this study. C ; 
For, it is with Christianity as with other pro- assiduous study and reflection. 
fessions; if we hope to render ourselves mas- pers 
ters of it, we must only then cease to study |of that degree of meditation and reflection, 
it, when we can no longer find any thing in 


and in time will entirely lose sight of them. 
glecting to cherish the truths of religion by 
It is true, that many persons are incapable. 


which would enable them to draw for them- 
e| selves, from the bare truths of religion, those 
maxims which may serve for the due regula- 
tion of their lives. Let such make it their 
daily practice to assist their own weakness 
and by the reading of pious books. Of 
o|these there are many which unfold the 


virtue, he will grant me this favour, and re-| advance in the knowledge of God by the stu- truths of Religion in the plainest manner, 


ceive me into the communion of that Church, 
in ‘the bosom of which I wish to live and die, 
as the most humble of her children. 


dy and meditation of his divine law, and by 


he has placed in our power. 


diligent use of the means of instruction which 
The Scriptures 


a|such as the Think well on’t, Bishop Challo- 
ner’s Meditations, the Imitation of Christ# 
&c. By the frequent reading of these good 


‘To express my true sentiments, I adhere 
and submit my mind and body to the decis-| God to every stage, nay, if it were possible, 
ion of the Council of Trent, and am ready|to every moment of our mortal existence.— 
to sign, in its full extent, the Profession of|In the sixth chapter of the book of Deuteron- 


Faith which it has offered to the world. 


“« Signed at Montague, 
“ District of Mas-d’Asil, (Arriege,) Ist Sept. 1822. 
*“Paut Latour.” 


extend this obligation of studying the law of 


omy, Moses thus addresses the people of Is- 
srael. ‘These words which I command thee 
this day, shall be in thy heart. Thou shalt 
tell them to thy children, and thou shalt med- 





CHRISTIAN OBLIGATIONS. 
On the Obligation under which all Christians 


are of Studying Religion. 


Men are engaged in a variety of differ- in the entry and on the doors of thy house.” 
ent professions, and each one endeavours to toate 4 
make himself master of that which is the ob-|°f Proverbs, recommends the same thing in 
the tales of a non ny pee a4 of the Holy Spirit, and in the truths which 
plies himself to the study of the law, and the 
officer neglects nothing that may perfect him 


ject of his pursuit. 


itate upon them, sitting in thy house, and 
walking on thy journey, sleeping and rising. 
And thou shalt bind them as a sign on thy 
hand, and they shall be, and shall move be- 
tween thy eyes, and thou shalt write them 


The wise man in the 6th chapter of the book 
almost the sameterms. ‘There isin the words 


are either the object of our faith, or the rule 
of our conduct, so great a fruitfulness, that 





to, the edifying conyersion of this distinguished Indi- 


vidual. 


the more we study them, the more we shall 
find in them deserving of our study and at- 








tention. Assiduous reading, accompanied 


books, we shall render the reflections can 
tained in them in some degree our own, we, 
shall behold the truths of the Gospel ina 
new and more familiar light, we shall impress: 
them upon our hearts, and thus be enabled to 


advance daily towards that perfection to 


which as Christians we are called, and which 
consists in conforming our lives and conduct 
tothe maxims and examples of the great Aus 
thor and Founder of Christianity, Jesus Christe: 











A SPICE OF CORPORATE LIBERALITY, ‘ 
A Protestant gentleman of respectability, 


and a military man, claimed his freedom of 


the city within a few days, to which he was 


entitled by birth. He was refused by t e, 


Board of Aldermen—and upon what groundst 
That he was married to a Catholic lad 


, 
. {a 
whom he sometimes escorted to the capa 


door, and that many of the tradesmen Wi 


whom he deals, happen to be Catholics. 


Dublin Pitot. 
ow oe SES pane <a , 
* A spurious as well as mutilated edition of this valuable work Wes 
not Jong since made its appearance in this city; we are d 
to notice it at some future period. 
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“TO OUR SUBSCRIBERS. 

We have received ‘communications from 
several parts of the Union, and the Canadas, 
in reference to the transmission of our Paper. 
Several of our friends, residing at a distance, 
complain of the irregularity in which the 
paper is forwarded. A sense of duty which 
we owe to them and to ourselves, obliges us to 
state, that “The Jesuit,” or Catholic Senti- 
nel, is carefully and regularly put up, and 
mailed in this city, by our confidential Agents, 
by whom the postage of each paper to be de- 
spatched beyond the Frontiers, is invariably 
paid to the lines. Should the paper, there- 
fore, not reach its final destination, the fault 
should not be imputed to us, nor our City 
Agents. 

It must rest on some Post Office. Whether 
any Clerk would presume, at his peril, to 
prevent the transmission of our Paper; or, 
actuated by an Anti-Catholic motive, which 
we hope may not be the case, would sup- 
press it for some sinister purpose, is more 
than we could take upon ourselves to deter- 
mine. We consider ourselves called upon, 
to make this public explanation, and we re- 
quest our Subscribers to ferret out, if possi- 
ble, the delinquent. We shall co-operate 
with them, to the utmost extent of our power, 
and as far as the law will justify, will make 
a public example of the offender. 








IRELAND. 
Reception of Nuns—Education of the Poor. 


The ceremony of the reception of two Nuns 
teok place in the Catholic Church of St. John, 
in Tralee, on Wednesday last. The ceremony 
was preceded by asolemn High Mass, in which 
the Rev. Stephen O’Sullivan officiated as 
celebrant, the Rev. J. O’Sullivan andthe Rey. 
J. C. O'Connor acted as Deacon and sub-Dea- 
con. Miss Sampson, the daughter of Coun- 
sellor Sampson, of Clare, and Miss Healy, 
niece to the Bishop of Kerry, were the ladies 
received. His Lordship whom we were glad 
to perceive in good health, went through the 
ceremony with great dignity. The Rev. Ed- 
ward Fitzgerald, P. P: of Caherciveen, de- 
livered an eloquent and impressive Sermon 
upon the occasion. 

The spacious and beautiful church was 
crowded to excess, and we perceived in the 
galleries many protestant families of great 
respectability. The Presentation Convent 
in this town contains at present thirteen re- 
ligious ladies, including the lady Abbess, all 
of whom devote themselves, with the mos}: 
praiseworthy and indefatigable zeal, to the 
instruction of the female poor of Tralee and 
its neighbourhood, whose industrious and 
virtuous habits reflect great credit upon their 
teachers. Daily accessions are made to this 
amiable and interesting community. The 


'|convent, which adjoins the church, is delight- 


fully situated on a small eminence, which com- 
mands a noble prospect of the Tralee moun- 
tains, and the intervening demesnes, The 
air of the place is healthful, and a large and 
well cultivated garden is attached to the 
house, to which a magnificent school-room has 
been recently added. We are glad to find 
that a branch of this most useful institution is 
about to be extended to Dingle, in which 
town the respectable Parish Priest, the Rev. 
Thomas Foley, has, with the greatest lib- 
erality, presented his house to the present- 
ation community, for the establishment of a 
convent to the support of which he has _ al- 
so subscribed 1 IL to this sum his Lord- 
ship the Bishop of Kerry, has added the mu- 
nificent donation of 1000/.— Tralee Mercury. 


Does this look like the lying assertion that 
the One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church 
rivets the chain of ignorance on the human 
mind ? Heresy! hide your deformed head— 
when, oh, when will you reform your reforma- 
tion? Be converted and live. Could this 
Catholic Prelate afford to make this hand- 
some, this charitable donation if he led an 
uxorious life, according to the social princi- 
ples of the sensual reformation? Would he 
lay up such a treasure for himselfin the Bank 
.of eternity where neither moth consumeth, 
nor rust destroyeth? Would the poor, 
yet generous Catholic Priest, give up his 
house, yea, his very, his only house for the 
expansion and moral and religious improve- 
ment of the youthful mind? Let it not be said 
that their revenue justifies such a grant. Far 
from it, ‘The maelstroom of Protestant cu- 
pidity in that oppressive quarter of the globe 
is a proof that it cannot. A form of Religion 
established by penal statutes is different in 
deed, as well as in principle from the religion 
of Him, who says that unless we renounce all, 
we cannot be His Disciples; and who says, 
suffer little children to come unto me for of 
such is the kingdom of Heaven. Yes, it was 
ever the Christian pride of Catholic Pastors 
to instruct their flocks inthe ways of salva- 
tion; and convinced of the impracticability of 
duly devoting themselves to their spiritual 
profession, they follow the adyice of. the 
Great Apostle of the Gentiles—*I would have 
you to be without solicitude. He that is with- 
out a wife is solicitous for the things that are 
of God, how he may please God. But he 
that is with a wife, is solicitous for the things 
of the world, how he may please his wife, and 
he is divided.” Truth himself has declared 
that ‘no mancan serve two masters, for ei- 
ther he will hate the one and love the other, 
or he will adhere to the one and despise the 
other. ‘The Roman Catholic Clergy alone 
follow the example of their blessed Saviour 
by keeping themselves free and undefiled be- 
fore God; and imitating the Apostles after 
their callto the Ministry, they abstain from 





marriage. Hence their philanthropic reck- 
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lessness of self, their rine devotion at. 
the midnight hour, to the aid of suffering hu- 
manity, tHeir heroic fortitude in ‘encounter-. 
ing in behalf of man, for the honour a J 
ry of God, the desolating pestilence of fever 
and death. 





‘THE TRUE CHURCH. 
CHAPTER Iii. 
OF THE CHURCH. 


QF CONTINUED FROM No. 6.—racE 48..59 


The Church of Christ, as we shall shew.in 
a subsequent number, is the judge of Gontro- - 
versies in matters of faith and Religion. ‘But 
she could not be a sufficient judge, unless she 
had three essential conditions. . Lst,, She ; 
should be visible: were she invisible, she 
could not deal visibly with us, nor terminate — 
by her living voice, our controversies. 2dly, 
She should be infallible: were ghe, falli- 
ble, she could err in her. decisions, with re-". 
gare to controversies in matters of faith, and 
hence we should never be secure in faith. 
3dly. She should be known: were she un- 
known, we could not appeal to her, as to , 
a judge. Accordingly, we shall explain and 
prove these three conditions in‘the following 
order—Ist. The Church of Christ is visible. 
2d, She is Onz, Hoxry, Caruouic and Apos- 
toLic, the Spouse of Curist, the: Houstof 
Gop, the Pittar and Grounp of Trutu. 34, 
That out of her pale no man can be sayed.* 
4th, She cannot fail, nor err in, faith, and 
therefore they who follow her opinion,,.and , 
abide by her sentence and decision; are /se- 
cure. 5th, This visible Church of Christ, 
can be no other than the Roman or Pontifi- . 
cal Church, which is diffused throughout “ all 
nations !””. 


FIRST CONCLUSION. 


The Church of Christ on earth is visible’ 
and conspicuous. ay S 

1. This conclusion. is admitted -by our 
chief adversaries, especially Calvin, in liby 
4. Instit. cap. 1. $2. where he’ professedly 
treats of the visible Church; and Melanch- 
thon, in his book, wherein: he-treats of the 
Examination of Candidates for ‘Ordination, 
under the title de Ecclesia, says: The~ 
Church visible in this world, is a visible body 
of people, embracing the uncorrupted doctrine 
of the Gospel, and rightly using the Sacra- 
ments ; in which body the Son of God is effica- 
cious, and regenerates many to eternal life. 

2. This is evident. First, because that 
Church is necessarily visible, in which Bish- . 
ops and Pastors should visibly govern their 
subjects, visibly teach, exhort, administer the 





* This proposition will be, in the next Number, ex- 
plained in a manner perfectly consistent with true char- 
ity, and we hope, satisfactory to every conscientious 
reader. 
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Sacraments, reprove and correct sinners, and 
separate the contumacious and incorrigible 
from the communion of the faithful; and in 
like manner, where the subjects ought to ac- 
knowledge their Pastors, obey their admoni- 
tions and instructions, and receive from thei 
the Sacraments. But all these things are 
seen in the true Church; therefore the true 
Church is necessarily visible. The minor is 
evident from the Scripture, Matth. 18. 17. 
Tell the Church. And if he will not hear the 
Church, let him be to thee as the Heathen and 
Publican. And Act. 20. 28. Take heed to 
yourselves, and to the whole flock wherein the 
Holy Ghost hath placed you Bishops, to rule 
the Church of God. Again, Heb. 13. 17. 
Obey your Prelates, and be subject to them. 
For they watch as being to render an account of 
your souls. 

3. Secondly, That Church is necessarily 
visible in which Councils are publicly con- 
voked, and their proceedings proclaimed, for 
the proper government of the faithful; and 
controversies in matters of faith and reli- 
gion terminated. Now all these things are 
done in the true Church, for the Apostles 
convoked the Council of Jerusalem, in which 
this provision was made. For it seemed good 
to the Holy Ghost and to us, to lay no further 
burden upon you than these necessary things : 
That you abstain from things sacrificed to 
Tdols, and from blood, and from things strang- 
led. Act. 15. 28, 29. After the times of the 
Apostles, general Councils were held, such as 
those of Nice, Constantinople, Ephesus, and 
Chalcedon; all of which, are admitted even 
by our adversaries, as lawful. 

4. Thirdly, Christ, in the Gospel, com- 
pares his Church to a net cast into the sea, 
and which collects various kinds of fish; to 
a nuptial feast, to which the good and the bad 
are invited ; to ten virgins, five of whom were 
wise, and five foolish; and to a sheep-fold, 
in which are found sheep and goats. Now 
these comparisons cannot be understood, un- 
less applied toe a visible Church: for our ad- 
versaries who. acknowledge two Churches, 
one visible, the other invisible, thus distin- 
guish them: The invisible consists of the 


predestined alone, the visible is made up of 


@ mixture of good and bad. But in the 
Church of which Christ speaks in the above 
parables, there ts a mixture of good and bad ; 
therefore Christ speaks of a visible Church. 
Therefore the true Church is visible. ; 
5. Fourthly, This Church was predicted 
by the Royal Prophet, in Psal. 18. 6: where 
he says, He hath set his tabernacle in the Sun, 
that is, as St. Augustine explains it, he hath 
placed his Church in full view, not in secret. 
In Epist. 166. to the Donatists, he states, The 
Church is placed in the Sun, that is,in full view, 
it 4s evident to all, even to the utmost bounds 


are inthe house. 


of Christ. 


170. ad Sever. 
and behold a city situated on a mountain. 


believe in the Hory Catuouic Cuurcn. 


to our adversaries. 


but believe. 


to, and preserved by these men. Hence 


therefore the Church is not visible. 


believed in his divinity. 


lution of sins. 





in Matth. 5. 15. when he says A City seated 
on a Mountain cannot be hid ; neither do men | which are in the Church. 
light a candle and put it under a bushel, but 
upon a candle-stick that it may shine to all that \the Holy Fathers, all of whom have written 


Whereby the city which |professedly on this subject, and assert the 
cannot be hid, and by the lighted candle 


which shines to all, is understood the Church |sides the testimony above cited, in Epist. 

Hence St. Augustine, in lib. de|166. to the Donatists, thus writes: In the 
unitate Ecclesiae, c. 16. speaking of this pas- 
sage, says, The Church vs not concealed, because |in the Seriptures we acqnire a knowledge of 
it is not under a bushel, but as it were on a can-\the Church. 
dle-stick. And of this, it is said, a sity seat-| common. 
ed upon a mountain cannot be hid. But she is, | the Church in common? And after many more 
as it were, hidden from the Donatists, who hear | observations to the same effect, he continues: 
such splendid and evident testimonies, which| Behold, the Scriptures are common. Be- 
point her out to the whole world; and yet pre-|hold, where we know Christ there we know 
fer, with their eyes shut, to stumble against the |\the Church. 
mountain, rather than ascendit. And in Epist. why not hold to the Church herself? If you 
Tt is easy for thee to notice) believe in Christ whom you read and do not 


of the earth. Christ asserts the same thing,|which is delivered in the Church. We see 


the men, external rites, and Sacraments 


8. Add to this, the unanimous consent of 


visibility of the Church. St. Augustine, be- 
Scriptures we acquire a knowledge of Christ; 
We hold these Scriptures in 
Why not hold with them Christ and 


If you hold to Christ himself, 


see, but believe on the veracity of Scripture, 


6. Fifthly, The same is evident from the |why deny the Church, whieh you both read 
Symbol of faith, in which we thus say :—J|and see ? 


Lest we should be too tedious in 


That |enumerating the other Fathers, forall sup- 
this is to be understood of a visibleChurch, not | pose that the Church is visible, since, they 
only Catholics, but even many of our adver-|recount, according to order, the Successors 
saries affirm, especiallyCalvin, Instit. 4. cap. | of St. Peter in the government of the Church, 
§2. and Melanchthon in the passage above|as Sts. Irenaeus, Optatus, Augustine, Epi- 
cited. Therefore, that there exists a visible|phanius, and Eusebius of Caesarea. .All 
Church, is an article of faith, even according |likewise confess, according to the Gospel, 
In this they are right ;|that there are good and bad in the Chureh, 
for, although we can see, with our corporeal | mixed together. 
eyes, the multitude of individuals of whom | power of binding, loosing, and excommuni- 
the visible Church is composed, yet in this | cating, which could not be exercised but ina 
multitude there exists the true doctrine of | visible Church. 
Christ and his Apostles, which we do not see|the Church eould not exist without the 


They all acknowledge the 


In short, they all assert that 


preaching of the Gospel, and the administra- 


7. Hence the visible Church falls partly un-| ton of the Sacraments ; nor ean any mania 
der the external sight, and partly under inter- | his senses deny these points. 
nal faith. With the external eyes we see men | Shall endeavour to render them more clear. 
who are in the Church; with internal faith we | First, we ask, whether Venice, or the city of 
believe the true doctrine of Christ, delivered | Vienna, in Austria, is visible or not? All, in 


However, we 


is |My Opinion, will grant that it is visible. \For 


solved the foolish, yet too common sophism, |the same reason, then, that one will admit 
that what we believe with faith, is not visible: |that this city is visible, he must admit: that 
Now the | the Church is visible ; as we shall now shew. 
major proposition, ought to be understood|There are three things to be considered in 
thus: what we believe with faith is not visi- |the Church,—I1st. The multitude or collection 
ble, in as much as it comes under faith, al-|of men, who are in the Church. 2d. The 
though it can be visible in another sense, in |external Government by which the Prelates 
as much as it does not come under faith.|of the Church rule their subjects, in teach- 
Of this there are various examples. The|ing, exhorting, judging, punishing, and ad- 
Apostles saw the humanity of Christ ; they | ministering the Sacraments. 3d. Internal 
In Baptism we see | faith and charity, by which they are united 
the external water and ablution; we believe |to one another. The same things are to be 
the internal efficacy of regeneration and ab-| considered with regard to the city of Venice, 

In the book of the Bible we | or Vienna. 


see the paper, the writing, the book itself;|/of men in the city. 2d. External Goverte 
we believe that what is contained in it is the 


word of God. We say the same of the|their subjects. 
Church, there is something in it which we 


believe, and there is something in it which|well in the Church, as in the +city,/are 
we see. We believe that the doctrine is true | visible. 


Ist. The multitude or collection 


ment by which the Civil Magistrates govern 
3d. Internal affection ‘by 
which they are united. The two formerpas 





The third in both cases is invisible. 
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cannot perceive, with our corpo-|any objection to her sanctity; for she is, 
Fin reas whine the Christians in the | notwithstanding, properly, called Holy,, as 
Church possess internal faith and charity, by | well from the reasons already given, as from 
their external profession of that faith. and| the multitude of Saints that exist in her 
charity, 80 it is exactly with regard to the city:|bosom. She is called Catholic, or Universal 
We see the citizens who are in it; we see for three reasons. Ist. By reason of place, 
the external police and government, but we | because she is diffused over the whole world. 
do not see the internal affection, which each| Mark 16. 15. Ge ye into the whole world and 
of the citizens has, or should have. If there- preach the Gospel to every creature. 2d. By 
fore, notwithstanding this, the city is truly | Teason of time, because she will always en- 
said to be visible, why should not the same dure, Dan. 2, 44... But in the days of those 
be said of the Church? Nothing can be|*ingdoms the. God of Heaven will set up a 
more certain. Hence all the cavils usually| *ingdom, that shall never be destroyed. 3d. 
made by our adversaries are easily refuted. By reason of those who are to be saved, be- 


SECOND CONCLUSION. 


This visible Church is One, Hoty, Catu- 
otc and Aposrotic ; The Srovuse of Curist, 
the House of Gop, the Prirar and Grounp 


of TruTH. 


9. This conclusion even Calvin admits, in 
the passage above cited; and justly, for the 
Scriptures, the Symbols of faith, (the Apos- 
tolic, Nicene and Athanasian creeds,) and 
the Fathers, unanimously bear testimony to] 4). geath of Christ. 
it. Now the Church is‘called One, on ac- 
count of the union and agreement which 


cause as many as are saved, are saved in the 
visible Church; and out of her pale no one 
can be saved, (as will be shewn in the subse- 
quent conclusion.) -Hence the difference be- 
tween the Church of Christ, and the Synagogue 
of the Jews. For the latter was in no man- 
ner Catholic or Universal. First, because it 
was not spread through the whole world, but 
confined to Palestine alone. Secondly, it did 
not endure, only for a eertain time, viz. till 
Thirdly, because men 
could be saved out of the Synagogue, as were 
the Ninevites and others, 


exist among its members. All of whom pro- 
fess one and the same faith, according to 
that of the Apostle, Eph. 4. 5. One Lord, 
one Faith, one Baptism. They who depart 
from this Unity of faith, are properly called 
Sectarians and Heretics. Therefore the same 
‘Apostle often exhorts us to the preservation 
of this unity of faith, particularly in his Epis- 
tle to the Romans, cap. 16. 17. where he 
says, Now I beseech you brethren to mark them 
who make dissensions and offences contrary to 
the doctrine which you have learnt, and to avoid 
them. And in 1. Cor. 1. 10. Now I beseech 


She is called Arosroute, first, be- 
cause she commenced with the’ Apostles. 
Secondly, because by the Apostles she was 
propagated through the whole world. Rom. 
10. 18. Their sound hath gone forth into all 
the earth, and their words unto the ends of the 
Thirdly, because she follows 
the doctrine of the Apostles. 
“But though we, or an angel from heaven 
preach a gospel to you besides that which we 
have preached to you, let him be anathema.” 
Finally, because she retains a succession of 


you brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus pet ag Apostles. Vide —. in 
Christ, that you all speak the same thing, and|'"* °°0% OF *roseriplions against “‘Meretics, 
that there be no schisms among you. Again, in 
Heb. 13.9. Be not led away with various and| 12. The Church is called the Spouse 


strange doctrines. 


10. She is called Hoty, for these reasons. her to himself by an indissoluble band. 
First, because no one enters therein unless Osea 2.19. F will betroth thee to me forever. 
he is washed and sanctified by Baptism, 1. And in Eph. 5. 21. For this cause shall a 
Cor. 6. 11. And such, some of you were ;|™4* leque his father and mother, and shall 
but you are washed; but you are sanctified. cleave to his wife, and they shall be two in one 
Secondly, because all her institutions, cere- flesh. This pulled eat Sacrament : but I speak 
monies, Sacraments, and doctrines are or-|™ Christ, and in the Church. Now this 
dained unto sanctification; in as much as|SPouse has three privileges. Ist. She is 
they tend to render us holy, or increase and | fruitful. 2d. She is, and always was, a Virgin. 
preserve our sanctity. Thirdly, because out|3d. She came from the side of the Son 
of her pale there is no sanctity. Fourthly, |°f God. Which three privileges, taken togeth- 
because Christ, the Head and Spouse of the | €T» 00 other Spouse ever possessed. The Bles- 
Church, is the Saint of Saints. Add to these | 8¢4 Virgin, the Spouse of St. Joseph, was in- 
the testimony of Calvin, lib. 4. Inst. cap. 1.| deed fruitful, and always a Virgin, but she did 
§27. who'terms the Church Holy, because |#t come from the side of St. Joseph: Eve, ou 
she daily ‘increases in sanctity, and aspires|the contrary, came from the side of Adam, 
to its very summit. Nor is the fact of there |and was fruitful; yet was not always a vir- 
being many exceptionable characters in her,| gine But the Church, the Spouse of. Christ, 


cap. 20; &c. 


of Curist, because Christ has espoused 





enjoyed all these privileges. First, that she 
is fraitfal is ‘evident from’ that Of Gal! 4.31. 
We are ‘aot children of the bond woman, but of 
the free woman. ‘That she is a virgin is also 
clear from that of 2. Cor. 11. 2. For Thave 
espoused you to one husband, that I may pre- 
sent you as a chaste virgin to Christ, She 
came from the side of Christ. John 19. 34. 
But one of thé soldiers with @ spear opened his 
side, and immediately there came out blood and 
water.. In ‘what manner this passage is un- 
derstood of the Church, will be seen in an- 
other place. " 


16. She is called the House of Gop, for 
although God is every where, as he himself 
declares in Jer. cap. 23. 24. I fill heaven and 
earth ; yet he dwells in the Church, in a par- 
ticular manner, as in his house, by reason of 
his special assistance and government, as we 
shall explain in the 4th conclusion. This 
house he has built for himself, and’ founded 
it'upon a rock, so that it can never be over- 
thrown. Matth. 16. 18. In this house he 
provides for his family. Luke 11. 42. In it 
he generates children by Baptism, ‘and ‘in- 
structs them by the preaching of his Gospel ; 
nourishes them by the Holy Eucharist ; heals 
them, when spiritually sick, by Penance and 
Extreme Unction. In it he has vessels of all 
kinds, gold and silver, wood and ‘earthern. 
2. Tim. 2. 20. In it he celebrates ‘his nup- 
tial feast. Matth. 22. 2. In fine, out of his 
house, no man can be saved, as' we shall 
hereafter satisfactorily shew. 


15. She is called the Prtar and Grovxp 
of Trutu, because she is-a firm and un- 
shaken column which can never. swerve 
from the truth; and by. her. firmness ‘and 
stability, supports her children, and prevents 
them from straying, into the by-paths of error, 
from her everlasting truth. The explanation 
of our adversaries, in relation to, this: last 
term, differs very little. from.oura 5,thep say 
that the Church is called the Pillar and 
Ground of Truth, either because the ‘Truth 
of God does not dwell im any other: place in 
this world than in the. Church, as.Bezmex- 
plains it in his Commentary ;..or,'because'the 
Church is the faithful guardian of the’Fruath 
of God: as Calvin interprets it) in’ lib, 4. 
ist. cap. 1.$10. Or, as he. .writes)\im»his 
Commentary, because she is the) Heraldof 
Truth, and retains .it pure and) ‘entite) “and 
transmits it as such to posterity: Or, in 
fine, as he speaks in cap. 43. in) Isa.'v. 10. 
because she defends and propagates the Truth, 
that it may, be preserved by posterity “in 
every age... The reader will be pleased’ to 
bear these remarks in mind, as they will have 
an important connection with our fourth edn- 


clusion, which will appear in our next nam- 
ber. 
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’ arguments, are daily expressed. What cheers 
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THE JESUIT. 








[From the U. States Catholic Miscellany.] 


We understand,,by our late advices from }guty call upon m oT feet a’ 
Rome, that on the, occasion of Bishop Por- bend ; pede = @ youth 


riER’s visit to the Holy See, the city of Mo- 
bile, in the State labama, was raised to 
an Episcopal Seé by his present Holiness, 
Pivs VII. andthe Right. Rev. Doctor Mi- 
CHAEL Portier, aay tes from Olenes, and 
constituted its first Bishop, as also Vicar 
Apostolic of the Floridas. 





SYNOD IN BALTIMORE. 


Every pious Catholic will hail with becom- 
ing gratitude to the author of his holy Reli- 
ion the favourable prospects of our yet in- 
nt, but rapidly increasing Church in these 
United States. The more our principles are 
developed and made known, the greater pub- 
licity is given to the evidences upon which 
our faith is based, and our hopes for eternal 
happiness are grounded, the more do our 
brethren, who differ from us in the faith, ac- 
knowledge the force of the one and duly appre- 
ciate and admire the other. A few years ago, 
where our very name was used, but for ridi- 
cule and contempt, there we are now respec- 
ted, and though, public profession is not im- 
médiately made of a religion which declares 
an eternal war on the passions, imposes a 
constant restraint on the senses, and, what is 
most painful to human pride, requires the 
submission of the understanding to the belief 
of mysteries above man’s comprehension, 
still conviction of the truth of our tenets 
and acknowledgments of our unanswerable 


us most of all in our flattering’ anticipations 
of the future advances of the Catholic reli- 
gion in this country, is the idea of the happy 
effects likely to result from the Synod of our 
Bishops, to be held the present month in 
Baltimore. 








TIME. 


“Time,” says St. Augustine, “is a feeble 
imitation of eternity, and it endeavors to sup- 
ply the want of consistency, by succession. 

hen one day is passed, another succeeds 
so exactly similar, that we do not regret what 
we have lost; and thus it is, that time de- 
ludes us, and conceals from us its rapidity. 
Its course will, however, discover the decep- 
tion; the advancing infirmities of age, bear 
testimony that a great portion of our exis- 
tence is already ingulphed in its rapid stream. 
In this visible depredation of our better days, 
and even while time is visibly despoiling the 
human form, it still affects to imitate eterni- 
ty ; for, as it is the characteristic of eterni- 
ty to continue things as they are, so time acts 
its feeble, imitative part, by gradual advan- 
cés, by leading us through a gently sloping, 
imperceptible. descent into the shades of 
death. ' 

— 


RELIGIOUS FORTITUDE. 


Josernus, the Jewish Historian, gives a 
fine instance of fortitude in Eleazer, a man 
far advanced in years, who being threatened 
with death, by the Tyrant Antiochus, if he 
still refused to’ partake of the meat forbidden 
by the law of God, returned this intrepid an- 
swer: 


. “Old as not so impaired my mind,.or 
re eo but, when religion and 

and vig- 
Does this declaration awaken 
your resentment? Prepare your instruments 
of torture. Provoke the flames of the fur- 
nace to a fiercer rage; nothing shall induce 
me to save these silver locks by a violation of 
the ordinances of my country and my Ged! 
Thou Holy Law! from whom I derive my 
knowledge, I will never desert so excellent a 
master. Thou prime virtue, Temperance! 
I will never abjure thee. August and Sacred 
Priesthood! I will never disgrace thee. I 
will carry back to my ancestors a pure un- 
sullied soul, as free from stain, as I stand in 
this place devoid of fear, amidst the parade 
of your threatening engines and implements 
of martyrdom.” 

ae 

REFLECTION. 
Reason comprehends, faith submits: and thus, the hu- 
man intellect is expanded bythe study of the sacred 
writings,—with this difference, however, that the sphere 
of reason, is exceedingly limited, whereas that of faith 
extends itself almost to infinitude. He, therefore, who 
BELIEVES, is much superior to him, who REASONs ; and 


ignorance, with simplicity of heart, is justly preferable 
tothe greatest science without humility. 

















THE DISTRESSED MONK’S LAMENTATION. 
THE SCENE. 


The following piece is a monastery destroyed in the night, 
by the fanatics in the French Revolution. One aged 
monk escapes from the slaughter of his brethren and the 
destruction of the monastery, and in the morning re- 
turns to visit the scene of ruin and death. 


Just heaven! what horrors chill the dawning light ; 
Darkness rush back—Oh! snatch them from my sight; 
Behold my murdered brethren streteh’d around, 
Their bleeding limbs lie scatter’d o’er the ground. 
No hand is near, their ghastly eyes to close, 

Or yield their relics to the tomb’s repose, 

No voice to chaunt a requiem o’er the dead ; 

All martyr’d here, or far to distance fled, 

And lo! the dome, beneath whose roofs, so late, 

The deep procession march’d with solemn state, 
Were oft in dulcet strains, the sacred throng, 

Bade the responsive aisle their notes prolong ; 

Wide o’er the earth its smoking turrets lie 

And sculptur’d fragments meet my streaming eye : 
Once the blest seat of penitence and pray’r ; 

Now the lone bat shall] find a covert there. 

Amidst the mould’ring stones shall ivy creep, 

And lonely owls their mournful vigils keep. 

Ah! me unhappy! whither shall I fly, 

To what secure retreat, what friendly sky ? 

What canI do? my eyes grown dim with tears ; 

My feeble limbs can scarce support my years. 
Would I had died beneath the murd’rer’s blow, 
Snatch’d from a vale of tears, a world of woe; 

Then had I reach’d with joy, that happy shore, 
Where sorrows cease and mis’ry is no more.— 
Curst be the author of such impious deeds, 

Beneath whose murd’rous arm religion bleeds, 

A bitter draught of woe may heav’n refine, 

Give to his heart a pang like that of mine ; 

But yet O God! forgive the rash desire, 

Quench in my vengeful breast this rising fire. 
Perhaps sent forth by thee, misfortune’s blast, 
Howls round my head, vindictive of the past. 
Farewell, ye sacred cells, where heav’nly praise 
Employ’d the leisure of my youthful days. 
Farewell ye groves, farewell yon murm’ring flood, 
Which mourns the dead and runs with sainted blood; 
Cease, cease, my tears to flow ; my course is run— 





Vow, © 


MARRIAGES. 


Hou Gnove, in thin Chg Mn nonce ot 

to Miss Aww Cuarx. dik 

ae Mr. Luxe Kerarury to Miss . 
erties Hees ee” Berry to Miss 
" Oe ome day, Mr, Micnarn Moore to Miss 
= on = — Mr. Parricx Goon to Miss 
Sonn thoees by pean Mr. Dennis CARROL, to Miss 


On the 13th instant, Mr. Wirtu1am L ; 
JANE DRENGEN. *. =e ihe 








- = ee 
OBITUARY. 
Drowned on the 2d inst, near Charlestow j 
Patrick CARROL, aged 38 years. - Bridge, 
Died on the 2d inst, Mrs. Br1pcer Burns 


35 years. —May they rest in peace. thes 
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NOTICE. 


Persons residing at a distance, and desirous of Obtain. 
ing ‘* Tue Jesuit, or Catholic Sentinel, will please 
to Address a letter to The Epirors of the J sui, 
Boston, Mass. agreeably to the following form, which, 
if attended to in all its points, will be promptly noticed, 


GreNTLEMEN,—I herewith enclose to you Turgg 
Do.xars, the amount of my Subscription for the whole 
year, according to your Prospectus. I have also paid 
the Postage of this Letter, I shall therefore expect 
that my Papers will be regularly forwarded to my ads 
dress. (§G- Here please toinsert your name in» 
legible characters with the name of the Place and the 
State in which you reside,) including all the previous 
Numbers, from No. 1, and you will greatly oblige 
Your Ob’t. Serv’t. 

N,N. 





LIST OF AGENTS FOR THE 
JESUIT, on CATHOLIC SENTINEL. _ 
Joun Cannon, Esq.......,. Quebec. 

Rev. J. MAnony............Salem. 
Patrick PowERs..,..... Lowell. 
Parrick Moonry.....,.., Boston. 
Witi1am McE rovy.....,.Charlestown, 
JoHN McGuiGANn.,....,...Philadelphia. ., 
Joun D, Murpuy....,... Washington, D. C, 

















CATHOLIC BOOKSTORE, 
AND DISTRIBUTING OFFICE OF 
THE JESUIT, orn CATHOLIC SENTINEL, 
§G-Corner of Franklin and Federal-streets..o9% 





PATRICK MOONEY respectfully informs his hi 

and the public at large, that he keeps constantly 

hand a ‘great variety of CATHOLIC: BOOKS, ‘dad 

RELIGIOUS PICTURES, Plain and Colour 

Also,—A general assortment of CRUCIFIXES, 

and MEDALS, of every description. His ar 

with some of the Commercical Establishments in 

and all the principal Cities of the U. States of A 

will enable him to procure any CATHOLIC ‘oe 

at the shortest notice, and on the most moderate | 

He keeps as usual, a supply of STATIONARY) @ad 

continues to receive Books on Commission. : 
§G- Orders from any part of the Union will be 





I yield to death—O heay’n, thy will be done. 


promptly attended to. 








